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Peretz Papers
Newsletter of the Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture

November – December 2016

I.L. Peretz

The Peretz Centre welcomes intercultural families and anyone who feels
a connection with Jewish culture, history and experience

Things are happening at the Peretz Centre!
Here are some exciting new initiatives to help grow our community:
New website
It’s now live! Check it out at the same address as
always: www.peretz-centre.org. There are still some
pages still under construction, but eventually our
website will enable online payments, to make it easier
for you to donate, renew your membership, and pay
program and rental fees. Thank you, Elena Hammel,
for all your work getting this accomplished!

New Logo
We have added a tagline to our logo that pretty well
sums up what we have always stood for and continue
to stand for: Education - Tradition - Community Tikkun Olam. A new logo is in the process of being
developed as well. Thank you, Danny Bakan and
Claudia Bulaievsky, for your work on our new visual
presence.

Downstairs lobby
Plans are underway to renovate the downstairs lobby.
Due to our very large deficit this year, implementation
is moving slowly—but surely. Plans being discussed
include:
◊ Painting the walls
◊ Moving the Food Bank storage unit to P1 to free
up that wall
◊ Moving the Tree of Life to a more prominent
downstairs wall
◊ Moving from fluorescent lighting to LED wall
sconces (already installed) and some form of LED
pendant lighting

◊ A dynamic art exhibit, which will eventually include
a slide show, large posters for each program to be
suspended over the reception area, and a pictorial
history of the Peretz Centre; perhaps a mural over
the lounge doorways.

Social media
Most exciting to me is that we are finally branching
out into social media, which is how we will attract
younger people and young families—our future
leadership
Already, Assistant Executive Director Rachel
Dobbs has started a Peretz Facebook page. Once we
work out a few kinks, I’ll be sending around the link
and asking all our members and community to Like
us. If you don’t use Facebook, perhaps you can ask
your children or grandchildren to Like us. The more
people that Like us, the bigger our network grows,
and friends of friends of friends will be hearing
about our programs and events.
New B’nai Mitzvah Teacher Matthew Gindin will
be bringing us to Twitter and Tumblr and posting a
blog on the new website. Once or twice a week to
start with, Matthew will Tweet a Yiddish saying and
translation to his Twitter followers. The saying will
link to a blog on our website, in which he will go
into detail. In addition, Matthew will post items of
interest to our community, and other members will
be invited to blog on other topics.
I’ll keep you up to date on all of these initiatives
via email and the next issue of Peretz Papers.

Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture
6184 Ash Street, Vancouver, BC, Canada V5Z 3G9
604-325-1812
coordinator@peretz-centre.org
www.peretz-centre.org

Happy Hanukkah to all our members and friends
We will be having a Hanukkah party
this year that will include food—including latkes of course— music,
dreydls. sing-along, dancing, and
other fun, family-friendly activities.

Planning is underway; details of
date, time and activities will be
available soon on our website and
via weekly email updates.

Fraytik tsu Nakht
You are invited to participate in our

popular monthly secular Shabbes observance:
candle lighting, wine, challah, readings, singing, potluck supper, and a talk by a guest
speaker.
Admission to Fraytik tsu Nakht is a contribution to the pot-luck supper or $15. Please arrive by 6:00 so you have time to set out your
food. (Admission to the talk only is $5; please
arrive by 8:00.)
When preparing food for the pot luck, think
about feeding 4–6 people besides yourself.
Couples please double that quantity or bring
two dishes. Food should be ready to serve.
We have space for a bit of warming, but not
enough to accommodate frozen dishes.
Schedule:

Friday, December 16 6:00 pm: Let’s
share a traditional Jewish Christmas—
Chinese food and a movie! Details will follow.

Please RSVP to Judy,
jnicolsmith@shaw.ca,
604-873-3243.
Be sure to leave your
name, phone number
and what you will be
bringing.

Friday, Nov. 18 6:00 pm. The ever-entertaining Neil Ritchie will introduce the film,
George Gershwin: His life and music.
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Sholem Aleichem Speakers Series
Interesting. Informative. Inspiring.

Please join us and invite your friends for our meetings. We host interesting and stimulating
programs featuring guest speakers who are passionate and knowledgeable about a broad range of
topics. We invite you to bring a bag lunch. We provide coffee, tea and desserts.

November–December 2016

Fridays, 11:30 – 1:00

Nov. 4
Current Events
As always on the first Friday of each month, we have the well-informed Ralph Levy with us to ponder,
learn and consider the endless world of current affairs, with his ever knowledgeable gathering of facts,
figures and focal points.
Nov. 11
Gerona/ Girona: A Centre of Jewish Culture and Learning in Medieval Spain
The small, northern eastern Spanish city of Gerona (better known today as Girona) was a centre of Jewish
culture and learning in medieval times, and especially known for its Cabalistic studies. Derek Carr will
share pictures of the old city and introduce us to some of the most notable Jewish scholars, such as Rabbi
Moses ben Nahman. We love all we learn from Derek and his expertise in Spanish history!
Nov. 18
FTN
Join us for our monthly Potluck Dinner and Guest Speaker at 6:00 pm. SASS will not meet on this date.
Nov. 25
Empowerment Series: Jewish Food
In partnership with the Jewish Seniors Alliance, we are delighted to host the first of four Empowerment
sessions, co-sponsored this year with the Jewish Museum and Archives. With the theme of Jewish Food
and its importance in our culture, we will enjoy readings from Shanie Levin and musical entertainment
by Debby Fenson and Deborah Stern Silver.
Dec. 2
Current Events
As 2016 comes to a close, we will turn our attention to Ralph Levy and his world affairs session. Be it the
USA election and aftermath, the Middle East or our own Canada, this session always offers us new, provocative and important information, followed by engaged conversation.
Dec. 9
Conflict Resolution Styles for Everyday Living
Join Ellen Shapiro, Family Counsellor and Mediator, for an upbeat look at simple conflict resolution skills
and tips that will give us positive ways to respond to family, friends and colleagues, as well as handle other
difficult situations.
Dec. 16
FTN
Join us for our monthly Potluck Dinner and Guest Speaker at 6:30 pm. SASS
will not meet on this date.
Dec. 23
Chanukah Lunch and Celebration
Onlytwo2 days before the start of our Freedom Holiday. Please join us for a
catered lunch plus entertainment as we celebrate with latkes, songs and socializing and wish one another the very best for 2017!
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For our lovers of Yiddish …

How Do You Say ‘Email’ in Yiddish?
In a thousand-year-old language like Yiddish,
with many of its words rooted in the ancient Bible,
how would you say “email”? Or “transgender”? Or
“designated driver”? Or “binge watch”?
…So two of its conservationists have produced the
first full-fledged English-to-Yiddish dictionary in 50
years and it is designed to carry Yiddish into the 21st
century and just maybe beyond. After all, Yiddish

has always had a canny way of defying the pessimists.
“Email”? How is “blitspost” — a combination of
the Yiddish words for “lightning” and “mail”?
“Transgender”? How’s “tsvishnminik,” which blends
the common Yiddish words for “between” and “type.”
“Designated driver”? “Der nikhterer shofer” does the
trick by fusing the Yiddish word for “sober” with that
for “driver.” And “binge watch” is “shlingen epizodn,”
literally “wolf down episodes.”

To see the full article, paste this link into your browser:
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/05/arts/how-do-you-say-email-in-yiddish.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=
Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=second-column-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news

And speaking of Yiddish …
The Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir welcomes
new members. Now is a great time to join
and learn Hanukkah songs in English,
Yiddish, Hebrew and Ladino.
The choir meets every Tuesday, 7:30 pm
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Contact the Vancouver Jewish Film Centre
to get a ticket for the world premiere of
Haya Newman’s documentary, “Claire Klein
Osipov—A Life Sung Yiddishly” at the Fifth
Avenue Cinema, Thursday, Nov. 10, 4:00 pm.
Tickets: www.vjff.org, 604-266-0245, or at
their office here at the Peretz Centre.
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A Sheynem Dank!
Welcome to the Board of Directors
for 2016–17, elected at the Annual
General Meeting on Oct. 30.
First of all, thank you for all your hard work over
the years to those members who are leaving the
Board: Anton Friedman, Rachel Mines and Eugene
Barsky. (Elena Hammel has left the “official” Board
but is now an Alternate, so, gratefully, we will still
have access to her expertise and commitment to our
community.)
Over the past several years, being on our Board
has been a challenging occupation as we deal
with rising costs and a shrinking community.
We seem to see the beginnings of growth in our
community, but there is still much work to do to
bring in the young people and families we need so
we can ensure continuity and pass what we have
to offer—as expressed in our tagline Education
- Community - Tradition - Tikkun Olam—to
future generations. Anton, Rachel and Eugene, I
hope that after a “sabbatical” you will come back to
the Board refreshed and full of new energy.
And I extend a warm welcome to our new Board.
Congratulations, Gyda Chud, our new President,
and Lena Sverdlov, VP. Family Ed parent and new
Board member Lidija Bakovic is our new Recording
Secretary. Colin Nicol-Smith remains as Treasurer,
with new member Miguel Macon understudying
as Financial Secretary. Simon Bonettemaker and
Rivka Stein are Members at Large; Claire Osipov
and Elena Hammel are Alternates. 2016–17 Board,
I wish you a productive and satisfying year guiding
our Peretz Centre.

that it was lovely and meaningful (even if a few felt it
could be shortened).
As is my custom, I’d like to thank the people who
made it possible, most of whom volunteered their
time:
Readers: Gyda Chud, Karen Coulter, Martha
Coulthart, Irene Dawson, Bluma Field, Paul
Headrick, Paula Mines, Dan Osipov, David Skulski,
Ellie Solomon, Judith Vosko; Kitchen: Gyda Chud,
Bluma Field, Colin Nicol-Smith, Judy Nicol-Smith,
Claire Osipov, Rivka Stein, Efrat Tabi; Baking: Gyda
Chud, Bluma Field, Claire Osipov; Door: Bluma
Field, Efrat Tabi, Judith Vosko; Music: Stephen
Aberle (Kol Nidre), Elliott Dainow (accompanied
sing-along), David Millard (led sing-along), David
Skulski (oboe on Pitchu Li); Shofar: Elena Hammel,
Sienna Kitzen. And special thanks to: Claire Osipov,
who coordinated the kitchen and room set up;
Iosif Gershstein, room set up, clean up and sound
system set up. And to Jewish Federation of Greater
Vancouver CEO Ezra Shanken. This is the second
time Ezra attended our High Holidays observance
and stayed to the end. We really appreciated
his warm words reminding us that the Secular
Humanists are vital members of Vancouver’s diverse
Jewish community and that the Peretz Centre has an
important role to play.

B’nai Mitzvah Boot Camp
I didn’t get a chance at the AGM to report on this
very successful program, so here it is.

Thanks to a grant from the Jewish Community
Foundation, twenty-two people attended three
classes on a variety of topics similar to those studied
High Holidays
by our children’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah program. The
participants ranged in age from a teen to persons
Once again, the Peretz Centre hosted a combined
in their 80s and 90s, some already connected to
Rosh Hashana-Yom Kippur observance on the
the Peretz and some new. Guest lecturers provided
weekend between those holidays. Unfortunately,
the basic material: Danny Bakan
the holidays were “late” this
Dear
Sylvia
[Friedman],
(Jewish identity), Rabbi Laura
year, so we weren’t able to hold
Kaplan (Jewish religion and
our observance on Sunday, as
Get Well Soon!
music) and Haya Newman (Jewish
that was Thanksgiving, and had
languages and the Holocaust),
to move it to Saturday, which
while facilitator David Skulski
was an obstacle to many of
led the discussion following each
our members who might have
lecture.
attended. Nevertheless, those who
did participate gave me feedback
continued on p. 6
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Peretz Centre Schedule, November — December 2016
Youth

Special Events & Holiday Observances

p B’nai Mitzvah ’17: Sundays, 4:00–6:00. Check with

Nov 18, 6:00 pm:
Dec 16, 6:00 pm:
Dec *

teacher Danny Laufer for schedule.
p B’nai Mitzvah ’18: Sundays, 2:00–4:00. Check with
teacher Matthew Gindin for schedule.
p Family Education Program: Sundays, 2:00–4:00.
Check with teacher Claudia Bulaievsky for schedule.

Adults and Seniors
p Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir rehearsal: Tuesdays,

p

p

p
p
p

7:30–9:30 pm.
Yiddish Class: Advanced: Thursdays, 1:30–3:30 pm;
Beginner: Wednesdays, 5:30–7:15; Intermediate: Mondays, 4:00–6:00.
Fraytik tsu Nakht (Friday night Secular-H u m a n i st
Shabbes celebration): Nov. 18, 6 : 0 0 pm: Neil
Ritchie, George Gershwin: His Life and Music. Dec.
16, 6:00 pm: Celebrate a Jewish Christmas: Chinese
food and a movie.
Sholem Aleichem Speakers Series: Fridays, 11:30
am. See schedule, page 3
Afternoon Yiddish Reading Circle: first and third Wednesday, of each month, 3:00 pm: Nov 2, 16; Dec. 7, 21
English language reading and discussion group on
I.L. Peretz: second and fourth Saturday of each
month, 10:30 to noon: Nov 12, 26; Dec. 10, 24.

Upcoming concerts in the

SID & SARAH SARKIN MUSIC SERIES
Details will follow in the next issue, but meanwhile,
please save the dates for these three concerts
showcasing outstanding local Jewish talent.

continued from p. 5, Sheynem Dank
Following the three classes, the group met one
more time. Several students made presentations
that included a book report, an anecdote illustrating
discovering Jewish identity as an adult, a display of
Jewish paintings and a Powerpoint presentation of
Jewish graphic novelists. In addtion, there was food,
conversation, and we handed out certificates.
Feedback was so positive, we hope to run this
program again, either a continuation or a repeat,
in the near future—essentially, an adult education
program to complement our excellent children’s
educational programming.
—Donna Becker, Executive Director (yeah, the
Board honoured me with a change of title)
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Fraytik tsu Nakht
Fraytik tsu Nakht
Khanike Party (check with
office)
Jan 20, 6:00 pm: Fraytik tsu Nakht
Feb 12, 2:00 pm: Tu b’Shvat Seder
Feb 17, 6:00 pm: Fraytik tsu Nakht
Mar 5, 2:00 pm: Purim Party
Mar 17, 6:00 pm: Fraytik tsu Nakht
Apr 8, 5:00 pm:
Community Seder
Apr 28, 6:00 pm: Fraytik tsu Nakht
May 26, 6:00 pm: Fraytik tsu Nakht
May 28, 2:30 pm: Choir spring concert
Jun 16, 6:00 pm: Fraytik tsu Nakht
Jun 24, 4:00 pm
B’nai Mitzvah dress rehearsal
Jun *
SASS Closing Luncheon
* Date and/or time to be confirmed. Dates subject to
change

Sunday, February 26, 2:00 pm
The Saul Berson Trio
Sunday, March 19, 2:00 pm
Mezzo-Soprano Fabiana Katz
Sunday, April 5, 2:00 pm
Robert Silverman, Pianist
The Sid and Sarah Sarkin Music Series is funded
by a bequest from the estate of Sidney Sarkin.
Admission to each concert is $5.
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